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Unity and Solidarity of Bus Drivers, Monitors, Teachers, Custodians, Parents & Students  
Key to Stopping City’s Devastating Budgets Cuts 

Mayor’s Appointed School Committee Passes Nearly $60 Million in Cuts  
While Thousands At March 24

th
 Demonstration Demand,  

“Money for Schools, Not for War & Wall Street!” 

from bystanders and protesters as they arrived 
chanting, "No Vote! No Vote! No Budget Cuts to 
Schools!" 
 The militant outpouring of parents, 
students, teachers, custodians, bus drivers and 
monitors and other community activists and 
supporters took over the School Department 
plaza, with noisemakers and loudspeakers 
broadcasting their anger. For the first time in 
years, unity and solidarity of the entire school 
workforce and communities confronted Menino’s 
and city bondholders’ plan. 
           Denouncing the layoffs and program cuts 
during several rallies were Richard Stutman, 
Boston Teachers Union president; Robert 
Haynes, Massachusetts AFL-CIO president; Rich 

 

 In response to Mayor Thomas M. Menino’s 
announced massive defunding of and charter 
privatization program for Boston’s public schools, over 
2,000 people shut down the streets surrounding a 
building where Menino’s hand-picked Boston School 
Committee was voting on March 24 to approve nearly 
$60 million in budget cuts. The boisterous protest was 
organized by the Boston Teachers Union, the Coalition 
for Equal Quality Education, Boston Public Schools 
Custodians, and the Boston School Bus Drivers Union 
to demand, “Full Funding for Public Education, No 
Budget Cuts!” 
 Busses of drivers and monitors from all four 
yards, stuck in downtown traffic due to the massive 
crowd of protesters, disembarked and marched in the 
streets to the School Department, gaining huge cheers 

Rogers of the Greater Boston Labor 
Council; Dave Jelley, Custodians 
Union president; Steve Gillis, 
Boston School Bus Drivers Union 
vice president; Sandra McIntosh, 
Coalition for Equal Quality 
Education; City Councilors Felix 
Arroyo and Charles Yancey; as well 
as a representative of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, students, Bail 
Out the People Movement, 
Women’s Fightback Network, Fight 
Imperialism, Stand Together , and 
many others. The Women’s 
Fightback Network led an 
International Women’s Day march 
that began at the State House and 
ended outside the School 
Committee meeting to join the rally. 
 (continued on next page.) 

Charlestown yard Chief Steward Andre François blasts the budget’s racism,  

with cuts falling heaviest on Boston’s immigrant and communities of color. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

cuts to student rights to a safe ride and workers' 
rights to a decent job.  They include not replacing 
old busses next year ($380,326), reducing standby 
drivers ($500,000), other position reductions 
($250,000), changing dismissal times for EEC & 
ELC's ($75,000), reducing special needs routes 
($300,000), workers comp "consolidation" 
($1,375,000), and an item called "other 
transportation savings ($700,000).  They are also 
planning to close the Charlestown yard – a scheme 
that’s 100% wrong!. This plan will inevitably incur 
great costs of adverse community and emergency 
response times and traffic nightmares at congested 
yards, as well as overcrowding for the workers and 
a lack of facilities at the consolidated yards.  
 The next stage of the struggle goes to the 
Boston City Council, which must approve the 
school budget, due to arrive at City Hall on April 
14th. Three of the councilors - Charles Yancey, 
Chuck Turner and Felix G. Arroyo - have spoken 
strongly against the school budget cuts.  Today’s 
newly energized community, labor and education 
advocates are already planning stepped up 
protests, aimed at having the full City Council - 
along with the state and federal governments - do 
the right thing, reject the devastating cuts, and fully 
fund our children's educational services. 
 

The multigenerational and multinational crowd, 
including many immigrant workers, cheered as many 
speakers raised the slogans, “Money for Schools, Not 
for War!” and “Bail Out the Schools, Not the Banks!” 
Placards condemned privatization of education through 
charter schools and plans to resegregate 
“neighborhood” schools. Flyers for the Bail Out the 
People Movement’s May 8th National Jobs Protest in 
Washington, D.C., were well received. 
 Several times people surrounded the building 
and climbed up into the windows to hang signs and 
chant into the chamber where the School Committee 
was cloistered, hearing testimony for even more 
massive cuts to school workers’ health care insurance 
from the Boston Municipal Research Bureau, the city’s 
business mouthpiece. 
 The Bureau had recently succeeded in writing 
massive cuts into Menino’s general 2011 budget, 
slashing public services from libraries to housing to 
snow removal, while increasing payments to 
bondholders and establishing new police outstations in 
all the city’s public housing developments. 
 The school committee chamber holds only 167 
people, so protesters loudly raised the issue of the 
legitimacy of the vote to approve the new budget, 
arguing that the meeting should have taken place in a 
larger hall so that those who are most impacted by the 
cuts have the opportunity to express their outrage over 
the bondholders’ budget. 
 Police Special Forces surrounded the building’s 
perimeter and blockaded the doors, calling in 
motorcycle reinforcements and wagons, effectively 
turning the school’s public headquarters into an armed 
camp. A determined contingent led by members of the 
Boston School Bus Drivers Union and the Custodians 
Union attempted to enter the building, but cops 
jamming with sharp batons and school administrators 
frantically tugging on doors engaged the workers, 
students and community leaders in a 10-minute scuffle, 
forcibly preventing the public from entering on the 
phony pretext of fire codes. 
 Despite the overwhelming show of force by the 
cops the demonstration was a strong step in building 
the unity necessary for the struggles ahead. Some 
victories were also secured, including School 
Superintendent Dr. Carol R. Johnson’s withdrawal of 
the plan to kick middle school students off school 
buses, citing public protest to the clearly unsafe 
proposal. However, School Committee members took 
turns wringing their hands about future school closings, 
program eliminations, layoffs and the gutting of student 
rights, like transportation, clean buildings and nutrition, 
and then promptly and unanimously passed the cuts. 
 In the area of transportation, the Mayor's rubber 
stamp committee approved a whopping $3,580,326 in 

 
Custodians face nearly 100 layoffs; 

Students face filthy, deteriorating buildings 

 
Students in Solidarity with school workers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Darrly Williams: 

Inspiration and  
Civil Rights Martyr 

 Sometimes you’ll 
hear people say, “A ride on a 
school bus in Boston is a 
privilege”, or it’s a “waste of 
money”, or it “takes too 
much time.”   

 They do a disservice to the tens of 
thousands of people who have struggled for 
decades, and some who died, to win and maintain 
the right of students from Roxbury, Dorchester and 
Mattapan to choose to travel to historically white 
neighborhoods, to redress what a federal court in 
1974 found were centuries of unequal, segregated 
services in the Boston public schools. 
 Many bus drivers knew and loved Darryl 
Williams, who died on March 28, 2010, as a direct 
result of violent racism that sought to deny his civil 
rights.  Some of us were there on Sept. 28, 1979, 
when three cowardly, racist snipers shot Darryl in 
the back on the Charlestown football field, shortly 
after Darryl caught his first varsity pass for Jamaica 
Plain High.  Hundreds of us were there when 
thousands demonstrated to stop the racist violence, 
openly and/or tacitly supported by the city’s ruling 
establishment, then and now. 

 
Councilor Yancey March 24 

        Denouncing 
the school budget 
cuts on March 24th, 
City Councilor 
Charles Yancey 
spoke of the historic 
struggles waged to 
win the right Darryl 
Williams ultimately 
died exercising. 

 “Without an elected School Committee,” 
charged Yancey, “it’s up to the people to fight for 
the children…We will not go back to the days of 
Jim Crow segregation in Boston Public Schools.  
Instead, we will continue to build bridges between 
all the communities of Boston, bridges that can’t 
be built by going back to so called neighborhood, 
segregated schools.” 
 Darryl Williams, despite 31 years of 
paralysis confining him to a wheelchair, spent the 
rest of his life building those bridges, inspiring 
thousands with his inspirational story and works to 
support justice.  USW Local 8751 will redouble our 
efforts for “Safety for the Children, Justice for the 
Drivers”, with Darryl’s memory in our hearts. 

USW Local 8751 
Membership Meeting 
Thursday, April 29

th
 

6:30 PM 
Union Office 

25 Colgate Road, Roslindale 

Local 8751 Beats Back  
First Group’s “HR Advance” 

Attack on our Families’ Healthcare 
 

 You’d think that at a time when the entire nation is 
discussing how to make healthcare more affordable for all 
– and those of us in the labor movement are demanding 
“Healthcare Is A Right” and “Free Medicare for All” – that 
our multinational employer, with billions of dollars in 
buying power, would be busy lobbying the health 
insurance industry to lower costs for its tens of thousands 
of hardworking employees and their families.  Not! 
 Instead, First Group America – First Student’s 
parent company in the U.S. – spent millions to hire a 
professional gun, HR Advance of Dallas, Texas, to hound 
the workers and charge us all in advance with “dependent 
fraud”.  In February, we all received letters from this outfit, 
demanding birth and marriage certificates of our family 
members; with follow-up letters and calls to our homes, 
their agents threatened we’d be cut off our health 
insurance, and charged with fraud, if we didn’t comply by 
April 1st. 
 Our membership was rightfully outraged, and the 
leadership of Local 8751 called First Student’s Boston 
management to a face to face meeting to demand they 
call off the dogs, and stop violating our hard-fought 
collective bargaining agreement, which gives our 
dependents a right to benefits, gained during strikes 
decades before First Student’s millionaire British owners 
staked their claim in North America.  In a series of yard 
meetings, we also counseled members that they had no 
obligation to answer HR Advance’s threats. 
 In case you missed it, on March 31st, First Student 
put out memo “for all employees”, acknowledging the 
Local’s protest, and concluding that, “it would be in the 
best interest of all that all employees under the Boston 
Contract with Company Health Insurance NOT be 
required to be part of the dependent verification audit.” 
 To which Local 8751 replies, “Hands off our 
families’ benefits, from San Francisco to Portland, Maine!” 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solidarity With Haiti 
by Claude (Toutou) St. Germain 
 
After the Earthquake which struck Haiti’s 

Capital Port Au –Prince, Jacmel, Leogane and other 
cities on Tuesday, January 12, 2010. Haiti has turned 
into pieces and the whole World is broken and has 
rushed to help the Haitian people. On Wednesday, 
January 13th, the School Bus Union Local 8751 and 
Fanmi Lavalas of Boston and other organizations 
called for an Emergency Haitian Relief meeting to 
assess and understand how they could help brothers 
and sisters through the disaster. In that gathering, city 
councilors Chuck Turner, Charles Yancey and others 
sent their sympathy for all Haitians. The meeting was 
held at 25 Colgate Road, Roslindale (Painters office). 
Chuck Turner and Charles Yancey both spoke about 
the situation in Haiti. In the panel were the president of 
Local 8751, Frantz Mendes, the Coordinator of Fanmi 
Lavalas of Boston, Claude (toutou ) St.Germain, and 
Andre  Francois, treasurer of OOFManahaim. At the 
conclusion we were agreed to raise funds between the 
four (4) yards and send the money to grassroots 
organizations who really could help the Haitian brothers 
and sisters who suffered this tragic and devastating 
Earthquake. 

City Councilor Chuck Turner proposed to have 
another meeting at City Hall to continue the dialogue 
and come up with solutions on Haiti’s tragedy. 

The Fanmi Lavalas Party of Boston has never 
stopped working to find solutions for the people of Haiti. 
Before the Earthquake in December 2009, we worked 
out petitions condemning the expulsion of Fanmi 
Lavalas party from elections set for February 28, 2010. 
On Monday, January 11, 2010 Dr. Maryse Narcisse, 
spokesperson for exiled President Jean Bertrand 
Aristide, met with councilors Chuck Turner and Charles 
Yancey,  Boston’s two most prominent fighters for the 
cause of justice and liberty, in the City Hall. Haiti still 
makes the headlines, said Dr. Narcisse, “but the 
tragedies continue for the people in Haiti every minute, 
every second of the day.” 
   In the aftermath of the earthquake, on 
Wednesday, March 10, 2010, our friends at the city 
council put together an excellent meeting to welcome 
Boston high school student Ms. Jeanny Ulysse, who 
was trapped in Haiti by the earthquake and U.S. travel 
restrictions.  Local 8751, the city council, and Fanmi 
Lavalas had waged a campaign to help Jeanny return 
to Boston. The city councilors passed a resolution to 
demand equal treatment for Haitians about permanent 
residency in the U.S.  Local 8751 shop steward Boaz 
Hilaire spoke about his trip to deliver aid to Haiti, how 

San Francisco School Bus 
Drivers’ Solidarity 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of USW 8751, 
 
We watched with dismay and sorrow as the tragedy 
of the earthquake in Haiti unfolded before us in the 
newspaper and on television.  Our members 
immediately began to raise money for Haiti relief 
and wanted the UTU Local 1741 to send a letter of 
solace and solidarity to the Union Brothers & Sisters 
of USW 8751 knowing that many USW 8751 
members have deep connections, friends and 
relatives in Haiti.  You are in our hearts and minds 
today.  May the proud and courageous people of 
Haiti survive this catastrophe with the solidarity of 
the world’s people, and may they have victory in 
their struggle for liberation and independence. 
 
Until the Final Victory Forever, 
Your Allies in the struggle, 
United Transportation Union Local 1741 

the people got disfranchised and underestimated 
by the government and the International 
Organizations. Claude (Toutou) St.Germain, 
coordinator of Boston Fanmi Lavalas, stressed that 
the Party is strengthening its efforts to rebuild Haiti 
for the best of the majority of its people.  
 Local 8751’s leadership has proposed to 
First Student and Boston Public Schools the 
establishment of a Boston School Workers Relief 
Fund to assist families of drivers, monitors, 
teachers, etc. Harvard University has established 
such a fund for Harvard workers – including relief 
aid as well as interest free loans. We will update 
you on progress toward this important effort.  

 

 

 
Jeanny Ulysse and Claude (Toutou) St. Germain 

present Haiti brief to City Councilors Felix G. 
Arroyo, Charles Yancey and Chuck Turner in City 

Hall’s Piemonte Room on March 10, 2010. 


